WHEN    CURTIS    TALKED

he was re-arrested on the charge of robbery with violence.
The next day the Crown offered no evidence on that
count, and he was again released, to be re-arrested on
another charge.

The murder was callous and futile, for one of the most
trivial reasons in the history of violence in this country.
For these two young soldiers, after drinking a consider-
able amount of liquor on that ill-starred night, had entered
the house of Richards, where they thought there was
likely to be a large sum of money. Lincoln had a gun
and some ammunition. When they entered the house
they could find no money, but drank half a bottle of
brandy and left. As soon as they were outside, they
returned to fetch two bottles of beer. And according
to Lincoln's letter, those two bottles of beer caused
the murder of Richards, who returned and surprised
them at that moment. Richards was armed. It is pos-
sible that he fired first at the dim shape of the intruder
who was passing through a door; and as he fired, he
was killed by a blaze of rapid fire from his unseen assailant.
" You have only to keep the trigger pressed and the
bullets fire automatically/5 wrote Lincoln.

His counsel, while protesting at the conduct of the
prison authorities in omitting to warn Lincoln that his
unsealed letters would be read, could do little for him
save to draw from him. the admission that he was drunk
at the time of the murder.

" Drunkenness, or the effect of liquor, is no defence
whatever in a case of this kind," said the Judge, and the
jury took only fifteen minutes in which to come to a
decision of " Guilty/'

229